REL#11-21 CONTACT: Deb Kennedy
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE PHONE: 916-319-0818
March 9, 2011 E-MAIL: communications@cde.ca.gov

State Schools Chief Tom Torlakson Comments
on California’s Parent Empowerment Law

SACRAMENTO — State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson
issued the following statement on California’s Parent Empowerment law:

“Parent involvement is essential to student achievement. It is important that
Californians know that the state’s Parent Empowerment law, which has been on the
books since April 2010, has remained fully in effect and available for parents to use.

“Based on the California Department of Education’s recommendation, the State
Board of Education today extended the current emergency regulations while the
permanent rulemaking process continues.

“At the direction of the State Board and myself, the Department has convened a
diverse working group of experienced and skilled parents and educators to identify
implementation issues. Today’s extensive public testimony reflected satisfaction with
the working group process and our efforts to craft regulations that are thorough,
workable, and have as great a level of consensus as possible.

“The State Board’s action brings us even closer to our goal of making this

process clear, fair, and transparent and to producing regulations that follow the law.”
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The California Department of Education (CDE) is a state agency led by State
Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson. For more information, please visit
http://www.cde.ca.gov or by mobile device at http://m.cde.ca.gov/. You may also follow
Superintendent Torlakson on Twitter at http://www.twitter.com/TorlaksonSSPI.




